t is rather a curious example of the narrow foundation on which the confidence of authorship may sometimes rest, that of the many writers who fancy themselves qualified to instruct the public on the problematical points of the subject of vaccination, few seem to touch the real merits of the question which they undertake to agitate. All seem to be aware that vaccination, though a good thing in the main, has, nevertheless, certain weak points, and is liable to certain objections ; but it appears to be the lot of few, indeed, to appreciate its peculiar advantages, to understand wherein they consist, and to explain them perspicuously to those whose situation in society renders such an explanation particularly necessary.
Here Fourthly, The full and complete action of cow-pox diminishes the susceptibility to small-pox, and modifies the action of smallpox in a much greater degree in the majority of cases, than a previous attack of small-pox does.-f-(Bryce apud Thomson, p. 60.) There is no fact, or collection of facts, which warrants the conclusion, that this modifying or controlling influence of the vaccine action is influenced by the interval of time from the date of vaccination. (Thomson, p. 34.) Fifthly. While the practice of inoculating small-pox continues, it is injurious in perpetuating and disseminating the infection of a dangerous, a severe, and not unfrequently a fatal disease.
* " In a considerable number, the eruption, in its appearance and duration, has resembled the affection which has usually been described as chicken-pox, both in its vesicular and pustular forms." Thomson, p. 30. ?j-" Small-pox modified by previous small-pox infection, have appeared to me to be in general more severe than small-pox modified by vaccination ; and, accordingly, the number of deaths has also been comparatively much greater. For while natural small-pox in the present epidemic have proved fatal nearly in the proportion of 1 in 4, and secondary small-pox in the proportion of 1 in 25, ( 
